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e are thrilleg

highlighting the wg;r[_
U5 boxers. Beginning W
was invited by the Cuban}
to capture powerful imaj
Olympic athletes, marki
collaboration between the
Cuba during a time of historical
trade embargees. This extraardinary
partnership has resulted inexcep
projects that offer a compeliing gl
into the world of one of the mest ice
Dlympic 8porks - Boxing.
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with acter Jobhn Malkovich and

other membars of the esteemad athletes, marking a significant LIS

Cuban <ol rakion amid historical
vich: Homage to
Photographic Masters

Penn's iconic portrait work
then, he has dedic ated owver forty in philanthropic and artistic
prative images endeavors He contrnibutes his

toak him o Moroceo in 2013, where
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vigw with you again, 5 ||i. " LR By

mcame imterested in Boxing as a young
v watching Mumammad &liin the 197
Thie fights ware on television long
vay absorbent prices by

mans other Lports
ome to bwe minute
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ik 1 was give

RHETORIC ALI

WOULD USE
BEFORE HIS FIGHTS.
HE WAS SO0 LIGHT AND
LIMEER AS HE DANCED
AROUND THE RING.
ALI BECAME MY HERO
IN S0 MANY WAYS, NOT
ONLY BECAUSE OF HIS
MASTERY OF BOXING
BUT ALSD BECAUSE OF
HOW HE REPRESENTED
HIS IDEOLDGY. HE
BELIEVED IN HIS IDEALS
AND WAS A MAN OF ALL
PEOPLE."

FELL IN LOVE
WITH THE

WHERE DREAMS ARE DREAMT
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I remzmber sitting Ali dowen in a chair

Urder a |.5_!--r | lhagl wic d hoiirs to

achiewe. | asked 8l Lo close his eyes, and
| snapped the image. Ali looked angelis

and at peace with the world he had
fought so hard ta bring equality, peace,

s te phatograph ther Qlympic
athletes, creating a groundbreaking
collaboration between the US and
Cuba during a time of significant trade

Were you selected for thiz epportunity
based on your previou

commercial photopraphy?

hotograph all of itz past and present
suyperstar athletes, In 1959 with
Castro FURIIRE the covuntr
photegraphing and promoting thair

athletes was put into action.

| REMEMBER SITTING
ALIDOWN IN A CHAIR
UNDER A LIGHT | HAD
WORKED HOURS TO
ACHIEVE.

| ASKED ALI TO CLOSE
HIS EYES, AND |
SNAPPED THE IMAGE.

ALI LOOKED ANGELIC
AND AT PEACE WITH THE
WORLD HE HAD FOUGHT
S0 HARD TO BRING
EQUALITY, PEACE, AND
UNDERSTANDING TO.

lwent initially to Cuba
Forty years later, in 1999,
Lo photograph boxers for a
potential book. if wou are
poing to do a lang-term
project on bo
include the best
At the tirme, marny &
Cubans, Soms pecple
I'|iEh g in R ECWErnIment
who we needad to get
permissicn from to
photograph these boxers
save e work and bad the
idea of bringing me o Eheil
country to decument all
thieir world champiens and
Dymipic champicns, The
photos would be used in
ic bocks toteach
U latiom it thie
fCubkan athletes

Culbsa, including Felin Savon
and Teofilo Stevenson.
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. IN EVERY BOXING RING I
ris ' ; EVER ENTERED, THE SAME

a unigue and diverze 53 ¥ ould be STAUNCH SMELL WOULD
approaches and present. EE PRESENT, AND THE

: SAME GRITTY, RAW FEEL OF

DETERMINATION WOULD BE
PRESENT.

mwas A PLACE
WHERE DREAMS

WERE DREAMT eur
MOSTLY ENDED AS BROKEN
ASPIRATIDNS. THE ROAD
TO BEING A CHAMPION IS
ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE."
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WHERE DREAMS ARE DREAMT

‘ ‘ IF YOU ARE GOING TO DO A LONG-TERM PROJECT ON BOXERS, AN EXCLLENE WNTERVIEW WITH

YOU MUST INCLUDE THE BEST BOXERS.
AT THE TIME, MANY WERE CUEANS. SOME PEOPLE HIGH UP
IN THE GOVERNMENT WHO WE NEEDED TO GET PERMISSION FROM TO

PHOTOGRAPH THESE BOXERS SAW MY WORK AND HAD THE IDEA OF
BRINGING ME TO THEIR COUNTRY TO DOCUMENT ALL THEIR WORLD
CHAMPIDNS AND DLYMPIC CHAMPIONS.”




[ | I“l

o

LINV3IH0O 34V SWY340d 34IHM

TALENT WAS EVERYWHERE, BUT THE PURE GUTS, PASSI0N,
AND ENDLESS HOURS OF HARD WORK WERE FAR AND IN
BETWEEN. EVERY COUNTRY HAS ITS DREAMERS. ALI'S POSTERS OF
HIS FIGHTS WERE HUNG IN EVERY BOXING CLUB WORLDWIDE.
ALI WAS THE GDAL, BUT MOSTLY ONE NEVER TO BE MET."

‘ ‘ THE ROAD TO BEING & CHAMPION 15 ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE.

Ang EXCLLENE NTERVIEW WITH

SANDRO
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